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Border Fortifications in the Cheb area 
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1. 


On 1 December 1951 5 a military detail of about 25 men started 
constructing a wire entanglement along the border south of the 
road from Gheb (N 51/P 37) to Schirnding in Bavaria, The obstacle 
was erected on the rear edge of a 20-meter wide trace strip cleared 
of all vegetation. Posts, about 2.5 meters long, were placed about 
ten meters apart and were braced by wire struts attached to shorter 
posts placed about two meters behind them , Barge rolls of 

barbed wire were then fastened to the posts, forming a barbed-wire 
obstacle, two meters high and two meters wide. Prior to about 
10 December no such work was observed north of the road from Gheb 
to Schirnding. 


During the nights of 5 and 6 December 1951} I la 25X1 

series of ground flares (Leuchtkugeln) being fired along . the border 
sector mentioned in p aragraph 1. About ten ground flares in a row 
wore released almost simultaneously, apparently automatically. * 
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C ommen t . Various reports made during the fall of 195 
indicate t'Kat the entire western border of Czechoslovakia 
being s ecured by field fo rtifications and specially prepared trace 
strips. 
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